
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER, 2011

VOLUME 21, NO. 5 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER, 2011

   INSIDE: Use of Photogrammetry: Review of the Literature and State of the Practice
Case Study: Two Firefighters Die in Post Impact Truck Rollover
Two 2005 Town & Country / Auto Offset Head-on Crash Tests
Compliance Crash Testing of a Type II Guardrail Terminal
Study of Driver Blind Spots with Various Types of Mirrors
Evaluating Pedestrian Safety Countermeasures
Book and Course Reviews



 ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION JOURNAL



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER, 2011

VOLUME TWENTY ONE, NUMBER FIVE

Individual Subscription Rates:

1 Year - 6 issues 3 Years - 18 issues
U.S.A. $  49.00 U.S.A.  $ 119.00
U.K. £  28.00 U.K.  £   69.00
Canada $

c 
59.00 Canada $

c
155.00

2 Years - 12 issues Back Issues - each
U.S.A. $ 89.00 U.S.A. $   5.00
U.K.      £ 49.00 U.K. £  4.00
Canada $

c
109.00 Canada $

c 
8.00

Technical Article Review Committee:

Accident Reconstruction Journal, ISSN 1057-8153, USPS 008283, is
published bimonthly at 3004 Charleton Court, Waldorf, Maryland  20602-
2527.  Second class postage paid at Waldorf, Maryland.  Postmaster:  Send
address changes to Accident Reconstruction Journal, P.O. Box 234, Waldorf,
MD  20604-0234.

Dennis R. Andrews, PhD Cherry Hill, NJ
Wade Bartlett, PE Rochester, NH
Samuel Brown, PE, PhD Houston, TX
Kyle Clark Naples, FL
Jeremy Daily, PhD Tulsa, OK
John C. Glennon, PE, PhD Overland Park, KS
Rudolph Limpert, PE, PhD Park City, UT
Richard Ratcliffe Huntingtown, MD

The Committee assists the editor in the review and evaluation of reader-
submitted technical articles for consideration of publication in both Acci-
dent Reconstruction Journal and Accident Investigation Quarterly.  Not all
members review every article that is selected.  The editor would like to
express his appreciation to the committee for its dedication and hard work.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER, 2011

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION JOURNAL
P.O. Box 234,  Waldorf, MD  20604

 Telephone/Fax:   301/843-1371
E-mail:  accidentrj@aol.com

VICTOR CRAIG - EDITOR

Copyright 2011, Accident Reconstruction Journal.  All rights
reserved.  Note: This notice does not apply to those news items
already copyrighted and received through wire services or other
media, or federal research reports already in the public domain.

INDEX

ACCIDENT  RECONSTRUCTION JOURNAL

A former top U.S. lawyer for Toyota Motor Corp. has asked a
federal appeals court to throw out a $2.6 million settlement he was ordered
to pay to the automaker, saying the order violated his constitutional rights.

Dimitrios Biller had been a senior product liability lawyer for
Toyota and managed the automaker's defense in a number of rollover
accident cases.  He resigned in 2007 after saying he had confronted the
Japanese automaker about what he described as an effort to withhold
evidence in legal cases stemming from accidents in Toyota vehicles.

His ongoing legal dispute with Toyota shot to national prominence
in late 2009 and early 2010 when the Japanese automaker came under fire
for not acting more promptly to address claims of unintended acceleration
in its vehicles.

Biller said in a filing with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th
Circuit dated Aug. 2 that he had sold his family house to pay $217,000 to
Toyota. He said he still owes "approximately $2.4 million" to the auto-
maker under the terms of an arbitrator's ruling.

Biller and Toyota reached a severance agreement in 2007. But in
late 2008, the automaker sued Biller in California state court claiming that
he had improperly disclosed confidential information stemming from his
work with Toyota in running a trial consulting business he had set up.

EX-TOYOTA LAWYER CONTESTS $2.6 MILLION SETTLEMENT
Toyota then won a preliminary injunction against Biller in Califor-

nia state court. Biller responded with his own lawsuit against Toyota in
federal court, accusing the company of defamation and fraud.

In January 2011, an arbitrator appointed by the federal court sided
with Toyota, ordering Biller to pay the automaker $2.6 million.

In his filing with the federal appeals court, Biller called a ruling by
a federal court judge upholding the judgment against him "a travesty of
justice," saying that Toyota's severance agreement with him should have
been subject to protections under California state law.

Biller said Toyota had been allowed by the court to take custody
of his computer files under the terms of the order against him, including
data on his clients other than Toyota.

Separately, Toyota faces a lawsuit from consumers in California
who claim that their vehicles lost value because the automaker failed to
address problems that caused some of its vehicles to surge forward. Toyota
disputes that claim.

Toyota has in recent years recalled millions of vehicles for gas
pedal and floor mat problems that owners have linked to unintended
acceleration.        - Automotive News
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